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Title: Community Skips 

Author: Head of Streetscene 

Status: For Decision 

 

Purpose 

To seek approval for the introduction of a free community skip service for Gosport’s 
residents. 

Recommendation 

1. That the Board approves the additional funding to enable the provision of 
community skips in the Borough at an estimated cost of £45,570 (subject to 
tender) as set out in Section 3, but subject to a further report to the Board to 
identify equivalent on-going savings once final tender costs have been 
determined.  
 

2. That the Head of Streetscene is instructed to report to a subsequent Board 
regarding 
 

a. the final costs of the Community Skips scheme 
b. the funding for the scheme; and 
c. a procurement exercise in order to obtain suitable bids to operate the 

community skips service. 

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 For a number of years up to 2010 a Councillor community skip service was 
provided which enabled householders to dispose of larger household items 
free of charge. Ward Councillors were given an annual allocation of skips 
for which groups of at least six residents could apply. The Councillor 
community skip service ceased in March 2011. 
 

2.0 Report 
 

2.1 The Administration proposes to reintroduce a free borough wide 
community skip service in autumn 2022 as an attempt to reduce fly tipping. 
Tenders for the service will be sought following the Board decision via a 
procurement exercise. 
 

2.2 The service is anticipated to involve the provision of three skips being 
delivered on Gosport Borough Council land, be it an open space/park, 
Council garage area or car park, for the use of local residents to dispose of 
unwanted household items.  
  



2.3 The skips will be delivered Saturday of each week alternating between the 
Borough’s 14 wards throughout the year. 
 

2.4 
 

Local residents will be invited to bring their unwanted bulky household 
items to the collection point for disposal.  
 

2.5 The site will be managed by Council Officers throughout the collection 
period to prevent hazardous waste being deposited in the skips. Should 
residents bring any hazardous items for disposal they will be directed to 
the appropriate disposal facility where they can arrange disposal. 
Hazardous waste includes items such as tyres, oils, paints, fluorescent 
light tubes, household batteries, gas cylinders, plasterboard, and electrical 
equipment.  
 

2.6 The service will be communicated in advance and through a range of clear 
and accessible formats so that residents understand how the service will 
work. 
 

3.0 Finance 
 

3.1 Estimated cost of community skip service: 
 

Provision of three 
skips 

Number of weeks 
skip required* 

Estimated annual 
cost 

£930 49 £45,570 
 

* excluding Christmas and Easter period 

3.2 Final costs and funding for the scheme will need to be considered further 
by Officers and a report brought to a subsequent board setting out these 
details together with how the scheme will be procured. 
 

4.0 Risk Assessment 
 

4.1 A number of materials classed as hazardous waste now were not when the 
free community skip service was originally introduced. Such items could 
find their way into the skips: waste that will have to be sorted and 
processed. 
 

4.2 DEFRA have published a consultation on environmental targets including 
waste as a result of the recent Environmental Act 2021. If the targets are 
not met it is possible financial penalties would be incurred. As yet we do 
not know what these targets or penalties will consist of until the final waste 
strategy is published. The Council have a duty to report all waste collected 
from its residents. 
 

4.3 All Hampshire Authorities are members of Project Integra and have signed 
up to the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy (JMWMS). The 
deposit of waste into community skips will be monitored to ensure 



compliance with the JMWMS aims and objectives. Whilst it is hoped that 
the scheme may have an impact on fly tipping this will be monitored as part 
of the scheme.   
 

5.0 Conclusion 
 

5.1 When delivered, the community skip service will enable Gosport’s 
residents to dispose of unwanted items free of charge and at a collection 
point in their local area on a regular basis. The service will supplement the 
current disposal services Gosport Borough Council and Hampshire County 
Council supply. 
 

 

Financial Services comments: Contained within section 3 of the report. 

Legal Services comments: Contained within the report. 

Equality and Diversity: An attached IIA has been completed on the new 
service to ensure a fair and consistent 
approach. 

Climate Change implications: Contained within Community Skips IIA. 

Crime and Disorder: Not applicable. 

Service Improvement Plan 
implications: 

To be delivered by StreetScene Services. 

Corporate Plan: The Council’s aim through delivery of this 
service is to improve the quality of service and 
accessibility to an additional waste disposal 
service for Gosport residents. 

Risk Assessment: Contained within section 4 of the report. 

Background Papers: None. 

Appendices: Community Skips IIA  

Report Author/Lead Officer: Alan Wheeler Environmental Services Manager 
(5623)  

 

 


